
WOODLANDS CHURCH  

5th February 2017: Holy/Set Apart  

Discussion notes  1 Peter 1:13- 2:12. 

As followers of Jesus we seek to orientate our lives around what Jesus believed. 

Jesus called his Father ‘Holy’ and Holiness is the distinct name of God. In the book 

of Revelation the angels cry out three times Holy, Holy, Holy- a symbolic number 

of completeness. Holy literally and in the original biblical languages had the 

connotation of to be ‘set apart’ for sacred use. Quickly and when applied to God, 

completely, it came to carry the sense of moral perfection. The old English word 

‘halig’ literally means ‘whole’ or ‘sound’. What does it mean for us to be Holy? 1 

Peter calls us a ‘Holy Priesthood’. How did Jesus understand ‘holiness’? 

 

1. In the Old Testament there is a difference between ‘ritual’ holiness and 

‘moral holiness’. How would you describe the difference? (e.g. Leviticus 

11, Leviticus 18/19) 

2. Jesus talked about Holiness most in the context of the Holy Spirit. For Jesus 

to be anointed with the Holy Spirit was to be set apart (Luke 4: 18). For 

what purpose was Jesus set apart, and what did it look like to his 

contemporaries? 

3. The first disciples were ‘set apart’ from the crowds, chosen by Jesus. What 

did their life look like to their contemporaries (Luke 6:33)? What were they 

set apart for? 

4. 1 Peter calls us to be Holy, set apart. What for ? (1Peter 2:9) What does our 

being set apart look like to our contemporaries (1 Peter 2:12)? 

5. Are we ever in danger today of confusing ritual holiness (which has been 

‘completed’ in Christ) with moral holiness? (c.f. Hebrews 9 & 10) 

Holiness isn’t an easy word for us. To be Holy can sometimes seem to be all about 

withdrawal from the world. Jesus, the Holy one shows us what Holiness is like as 

he went to parties and mixed with people that religious people found 

uncomfortable. How can we be holy and engage with what can seem a very 

hedonistic or godless world at times? Does it ‘defile us or do we sanctify it? 

Explore as a group how these tensions play out in your lives as individuals, but 

also as ‘Church’. 


