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Discussion notes Luke 11: 1-11. James 1:5-8 

As followers of Jesus we want to believe the things that Jesus believed. Crucially 

it’s worth asking is the God we believe in the God Jesus believed in? Paul refers 

to God as ‘the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’. (Ephesians 1:3) The 

revelation of God that Jesus gives us is that God is Father, he is ‘Our Father’ and 

that our identity can be as His children. Jesus taught that asking God for things 

could be done with confidence because He is our loving father. In his own 

ministry Jesus often provoked people to ask (‘What do you want me to do for 

you?’)  and Jesus teaching is often unashamedly ‘ask’ God in prayer. 

1. Chambers C20 dictionary defines the word ‘pray’ as ‘to ask earnestly; to 

entreat’. Is ‘asking earnestly’ a central part of your prayer life? What might 

you ask for if so? 

2. What does boldness or persistence in prayer (Luke 11) say about our faith 

in God? 

3. James 4:2 says we don’t have because we don’t ask God. What things 

might we not have because we don’t ask? Why would God want us to ask 

Him for things rather than just give them to us? 

4. What happens when we don’t receive what we ask for? How can we 

discern the difference between God saying ‘no’ and the need to persevere 

in prayer? 

5. Do we feel differently about asking for things for other people than asking 

for ourselves?  

6. What can we learn about childlike asking when we think of God as our 

father? 

What are the ‘earnest desires’, the deep things we need to pray about? Why not 

seek the Holy Spirit who ‘searches the deep things’ to help us to pray? 


